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MEETING NOTICE: 

The next meeting of the Eastern lowa DX Association will be Friday, May 9, 1997, in 
room 219C of Linn Hall on the Kirkwood Community College campus. Doors open at 
7:00 PM with the meeting starting at 7:30 PM. 


The program will feature Lew Gordon, K4VX, ARRL Midwest Director, who will give a 
presentation on the 1996 WRTC. Recall that Lew was the head judge of this world 
class event last summer. Lew has a video tape covering the contest and is sure to 
have lots of stories to tell about his experiences. This is a meeting you will not want to 
miss! 


Kirkwood Community College located in Cedar Rapids south of US 30 and east of 1380. 
Follow the highway signs. Also, monitor 144.59/145.19 for more detailed directions if 
needed. 


Spring may finally be here! At least the spring EIDXA meeting is coming up. Note that this meeting is 
the Friday before Dayton so there is no excuse to miss out on what promises to be an excellent program. 


This newsletter would be a bit lean were it not for Dennis, N7CKD, who provided his Topband Frequency 
List for inclusion in this issue. This is an especially useful tool for chasing DX on the Topband since it 
shows the sub-bands for each DXCC country. This is normally a copyrighted document and Dennis 
usually sells this list for a nominal fee. He has allowed us to include it in the newsletter for use by our 
members. In cther words, it is copied here by permission! Thanks, Dennis! 


Also included here are the minutes of the last EIDXA meeting. For those of you who have not paid your 
1996-1997 dues yet, this will be your last newsletter! Be sure to see Frank, WOGWK, to get paid up! 


lam scrambling to finish preparation of this issue of the newsletter and was told to be in Florida the rest 
of this week (4-21)! Tom, WB8ZRL, has graciously agreed to put the wraps on this issue and get it 
distributed. My thanks to Tom! 


lam sad to report that another of our members, Jack Muckler, NBOH, recently became a silent key after 
a period of declining health. 1 will remember Jack for the sparkle in his eye, his smile, and his warm 
heart. Jack liked to work DX and was always building or modifying something. He will be missed. 73, 
Jack! 


Wade WOEJ 


Minutes of the January 17, 1997 Meeting 


The Winter meeting of the EIDXA was held in Cedar Hall on the Kirkwood Campus. The meeting had 
been originally scheduled for 10 Jan. 1997 but was delayed due to the cold weather. This meeting was a 
Joint meeting of the EIDXA and the lowa City Amateur Radio Club, Other local radio clubs were invited 
to hear our guest speaker Joe! Dryer, NOGHT. Mr. Dryers talk expanded on his Oct. 1996 QST article 
on restrictive covenants to also include ordinances. His excellent talk proceeded the EIDXA business 
meeting. 

The meeting began with the minutes being approved as published. 


Al, K®VM gave the repeater report stating that the repeater had “cold feet". It would stop working when 
the temperature got very cold. 


Tom, WB8ZRL said that the DX cluster was working well. 


Bruce, WA3AFS mentioned that the Cedar Valley Amateur Radio Club was putting on a Midnight Special 
contest Saturday, 8 Mar 1997 beginning at 11 PM Local. 


Not enough shirts have been ordered yet. Terry Cellman, WDOAWL requested that anyone is interested 
in ordering a shirt should contact him. 


Jim, W@SR gave the DXAC report. He requested that everybody complete the survey form found in the 
Oct 1996 QST on page 83 and send it in. 


A motion was passed to send a $100 check to the Heard Island DXpedition. 

Dennis Peterson, N7CKD was approved as a new member. 

A motion was passed to send a check for $25 to our speaker as an honorarium. 

Rich, WW2Q asked if there was any interest in having a EIDXA web site. He said he could build one for 
us in conjunction with the one he was doing for the [CARC which he is working on. His offer was 
accepted. 

Respecifully 


Frank Apple, WeGWK 
Sec. / Treas. 


IS THERE REALLY A NEED FOR A TOWER ORDINANCE? 


It was not too long ago that those of us in Linn County were deeply involved in working on the proposed 
and now enacted tower ordinance. Part of the frustration we feit at the time was that the ordinance was 
not needed because we knew how to put up a tower. The following two items came across the Internet 
recently and are certainly reason to reflect on our “experience” with our towers. 


“| do a lot of tower work for my two way radio business, and recently picked up a new Low 
Band customer (34 MHz). He has a 110 foot Rohn 25g tower that has been up for 14 
years. It is guyed approximately 20 feet up in 2 long dead trees with cheapo 3/8 eye 
screws, no tumbuckles, no guy grips or clamps (has unknown type of crimp connectors on 
guys-looks like large non-insulated butt splices to me), uses 1/8" solid hardware store style 
guy wire, a large Ash tree grew around one set of guys and every time the wind blows it 
slaps the three guy wires, 4 of the guys have approximately 12" sag on the total length, 
the base is 2 feet deep (according to him), and it only has occasionai bolts installed in the 
sections (viewed with binoculars), and to top it ail off it's not grounded at all either. 


“The customer doesn't understand why the whole thing has to come down and be redone 
completely, he's perfectly content with what he has! 


“Think this would classify as one of those Condor Lift jobs 2777 
“If | ever tried to jury rig something like this, guaranteed it would fall down the next day. 
“PS This tower was put up by a ‘professional.”” 

Scary, right? How about this one? 


“A few weeks ago there was a post (imported from another group) by an obviously 
inexperienced person who wanted to put up some sort of house bracketed tower. 


Shortly after that | ran across an article in Radio World (a broadcasting trade paper) by a 
Troy Conner of Tower Maintenance Specialists. He had been asked to look this tower 
over by a small church that thinking of buying it along with a radio station. Here are the 
some excerpts; unfortunately i'm not able to reproduce several photographs from the 
original article. 


*...a smail guyed tower 140 feet tall, with a face width of 12 inches. The 
structure was stayed by four guy levels, with three cables at each level. A 
folded AM radiator was installed on the structure. 


"Even at a distance, | could see that this tower had a serious problem. The top 
20 feet was canted about 10 or 15 degrees out of plumb. Closer examination 
made the problems of this tower even more evident. 


"Starting at the ground, | examined three guy anchors. While the connections 
were in fair shape, the cable tensions were horribly low. At the base of the 
tower, | was in for my next surprise. Normally, a tower is firmly bolted to the 
concrete foundation pier. In this case, the tapered base section actually stood 
on the top of the anchor bolts. Nothing prevented the tower from merely falling 
off the pier. 


"The concrete foundation pier had been poured inside an 18-inch galvanized 
culvert pipe, which extended about 4 feet above grade. In addition to being 
too smail and protruding way too far above ground, the pier appeared to have 
shifted slightly downhill, causing a distinct lean. 


“Examining the first splice, | noted that the bolt holes between sections did not 
appear to line up. As a result, the original crew had used smaller diameter 
bolts. Later, the manufacturer of these sections told me that their towers must 
be assembled in sequence, although the sections appear identical. Not only 


were boits used in only about half of the holes; the bolts themselves were too 
short, often only catching part of the nut. 


"At 100 feet, | decided to climb no further. At this point, the tower was held 
together tenuously by one bolt on one leg, two U-bolts haphazardly around the 
second feg, and a tumbuckle on the third. Apparently, the crew, having run out 
of sections from one manufacturer, simply created this fine interface in order to 
use some handy sections from another company. 


"The piece de resistance was the old rusted come-along with two of the four 
cable strands broken. In lieu of bolts, this splendid arrangement had been 
contrived to connect the seventh and eighth sections. The top 40 feet of tower 
did not appear to have any splice bolts; only gravity and friction held the 
sleeve-type connections between sections." 


"| hope your towers don't fit the above description!” 


Me, too! | cannot imagine even trying to climb one of these towers! 


There is a line from an old Peanuts cartoon where Charlie Brown is lamenting after another basebail 
game loss, “How can we lose when we are so sincere?” In the case of amateur radio, towers, and local 
govemments sincerity is measured by actions. | know it may be hard to swallow, but after reading these 
horror stories, there may be some justification for concern about towers on the part of local governments. 


Aword for the wise ..... WOEJ 


al Fe a 
Jack Muckler Silent key 


Jack became a silent key on April 17 following a long iliness. 4< 
was born in 1924, served in the Navy during WW Ii, and retired fron 
Collins after 38 years. Jack was an EIDXA member for iS years anc = 
served as secretary/treasurer. 


Jack was an avid experimenter. He was much more at nome at nis wor 
bench than he was at the operating position. He designed and Sui- 
several keys on his lathe. He nearly completed a 4 x O11 amoi: is 
which was never quite good enough (to his standards) to put eniine. 
He loved to homebrew his antennas. Numerous wire antennas nave 7u7t 
from his tower over the years. He was prouder of his homemade =75 
Packet vagi than he was of his TYOPI card. 


Jack did earn a spot on the DxXCC listing that was well up 
He chased DX on SSB, CW and RTTY. And Re worked much cf wns 
chased. His call will be missed in the HF pileups, as will it on ins 
repeater. 


RIP Jack 
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